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(54) NETWORK PRINTER 

(57) Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To efficiently notify printer 
status to many unspecified host computers in a printer 









to a network. 

SOLUTION: When each host computer 3 sends a 
command that requests for status reply to a printer 1, 
an interface controlling part 7 first reserves a memory 
area for flags and next makes the flags 15 on. The part 
7 periodically checks the states of all the flags 15A to 
15C that stand and sends a status reply character string 
that shows printer status 17 to host computers which 
correspond to the flags in an on state. The part 7 
compares a status reply character siring that is 
currently sent with the status reply character string 
that is sent the last time and omits the current 
transmission when both are the same. 
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